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KML

• Describes geographic views, allows for point/line/polygon/raster overlays, 
external links. Some temporal support.

• Developed by Google

• KML 2.2 is an OGC Standard

• Google Earth is the primary viewer for KML

• http://www.opengeospatial.org/standards/kml/

• http://code.google.com/apis/kml/documentation/
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GeoRSS

• Developed via open internet participation

• Can also be used with Atom

• Three flavors  - W3C (deprecated), Simple, GML

• Adds geographic (point/line/boundary) location to RSS, Atom feeds

• Supported in Google Maps, Microsoft Virtual Earth, many open source 
readers/generators

• http://georss.org/

• http://lists.eogeo.org/mailman/listinfo/georss
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KML by Example

1. Install Google Earth

2. Download & load into Google Earth
http://code.google.com/apis/kml/documentation/KML_Samples.kml

3. Play with each element

4. Try the same in Google Maps:

1. Paste the KML URL into the search box at http://maps.google.com

http://maps.google.com/maps?f=q&hl=en&geocode=&q=http:%2F
%2Fcode.google.com%2Fapis%2Fkml%2Fdocumentation
%2FKML_Samples.kml&ie=UTF8&z=3

(Use http://tinyurl.com/5bqva2 if you’re typing...)
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KML Examples

Placemark

Ground Overlay



GeoRSS by Example

• Find an RSS feed with place names in it
http://api.flickr.com/services/feeds/geo/?tags=PHL&lang=en-
us&format=rss_200

• Paste it into the search box at http://maps.google.com

http://maps.google.com/maps?f=q&hl=en&geocode=&q=http:%2F
%2Fapi.flickr.com%2Fservices%2Ffeeds%2Fgeo%2F%3Ftags%3DPHL
%26lang%3Den-us%26format%3Drss_200&ie=UTF8&z=12

(Use http://tinyurl.com/627non if you’re typing...)
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GeoRSS Example



Discussion - Things to think about for later

• KML and GeoRSS are designed for extensibility - how can we converge on/
define practices that provide for greater interoperability?

• How do we reuse simple, adopted standards like KML and Atom to 
exchange full metadata by standardizing more and more lightweight, 
modular schemas like GeoRSS?

• How do we maintain interoperability between KML and other small 
metadata standards like Atom feeds?  A goal would be round-trip 
conversion between KML and Atom docs.

• Which implementation approaches are promising for the Earth science 
community?


